Risk of juvenile justice systems referral among children in a public mental health system.
This study established the risk of police referral among a cohort of children who were recipients of public mental health services. Investigators used secondary data to calculate the incidence of criminal referral among 645 children, ages 10 to 17, who entered community-based public mental health programs in King County, Washington. Children receiving public mental health services were nearly three times more likely to be referred to the juvenile justice system compared to children of similar age and gender in the general population. Relative risks were particularly high for younger children (10-13 years) and for children of Hispanic, Native American, and Caucasian origin. Understanding the characteristics and experiences of children who use multiple-service systems has important implications for services delivery. In addressing the needs of youth who have both mental illness and criminal involvement, age- and culturally specific interventions and advocacy efforts are warranted.